       ST. MICHAEL ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

751 Locust Street
                                                                            PO Box 103

                                                            St. Michael, Pennsylvania 15951
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Rev. Brian Warchola, Administrator
MASSES:
(814) 266-9718 / Ext. 507
Saturday                    4:00 pm

Sunday Morning       8:00 am
Secretary:          Susan Poldiak


       10:30 am

Bookkeeper:      Kathy Kalicky
Daily Mass          See Bulletin

DRE:                   Laurie Sloan
Holy Days           See Bulletin

Maintenance:      Rodney Turgeon



Office Hours:

PHONES:
                 8:30 am to 3:30 pm

Rectory / Office:   (814) 495-9640
Monday, Tues., Thurs., Friday

Fax:                        (814) 495-9424
Confessions:
Rel. Education:     (814) 495-4873
Saturday  3:30 pm to 3:45 pm
Parish Website
Sunday   7:30 am to   7:45 am
www.saintmichaelchurch.weebly.com
              10:00 am to 10:15 am
Secretaries’ E-mail
                Anytime Requested
saintmichaelsecretaries@yahoo.com
YEAR: 2016    NUMBER:  52
SERVING GOD AND COMMUNITY FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS!

BAPTISM:

By Appointment.  Reserve at least one month in advance. 




Preparation classes are necessary. 

MARRIAGE:

Make arrangements at least nine months in advance.




Preparation sessions are necessary.

FUNERALS:

Arrangements are made in conjunction with the funeral home. 




Eulogies should be given at the funeral home at the time of the wake service or at the luncheon.

REGISTRATION
Those new to the area, newlyweds, and single adults, (even if registered

       and 

before with their families) are asked to register by calling the Parish Office.

MEMBERSHIP:

Every parishioner must be registered. This is a condition for admission 




to our Program and reception of the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Eucharist, and Matrimony; also, for testimonial letters or sponsorship of Baptism and Confirmation outside the Parish.

VISITATION:

We are concerned and want to be advised when someone is ill at 


 

home or in the hospital.  Call the rectory to have the shut-in placed on our monthly Holy Communion calls or seriously ill prayer list.

SACRAMENTAL
Requires parish registration and active Mass participation for Baptism
POLICY:

and Marriage.

BULLETIN ARTICLES:  Articles are due to the Parish Office by Noon on Mondays.
The Nativity of the Lord                                  December 25, 2016 
Month of the Immaculate Conception
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MASS INTENTIONS:  (December 26, 2016 – January 1, 2017)

Monday
No Mass

Tuesday
8:00 AM
Anna S. Wilson req. by Mary Ann Murin & Family
Wednesday
9:00 AM
Martha  Bertolino req. by husband, Jim Bertolino & Family

Thursday
8:00 AM
John Pcola, Sr. req. by Josephine Castorina & John Pcola Family

Friday
9:00 AM
For the Health of 5-year-old Jayden Scott Beam req. by John S. Poldiak
Saturday 
4:00 PM
Alan Oshaben req. by father, Frank Oshaben & Family

Sunday
8:00 AM
Michael Chalan req. by daughter, Pauline Minor & Family

Sunday        10:30 AM
People of the Parish
LITURGICIAL APPOINTMENTS: 
Saturday, December 31
4:00 PM
Offertory Procession

Lector:
Anthony Bambino
     Oshaben Family

Minister of the Host:
Mary Partsch
Ministers of the Cup:
Theresa Carlson & Susan Blazosky
Altar Servers:
Adam & Alex Bambino

Cantor:
Amanda Williamson

Greeter:
Joanne Thomas
Sunday, January 1
8:00 AM
Offertory Procession

Lector:
Amy Spinos
  Nick & Pauline Minor

Minister of the Host:
Cathy Faher
Ministers of the Cup:
Eric Tedjeske & Walter Christ
Altar Servers:
Elyssa Nagy & Hailey Hampton
Cantor:
Sharon Dibble

Greeter:
Carol Hautz
Sunday, January 1
10:30 AM
Offertory Procession

Lector:
Michael Caddy
    James Fisher Family
Minister of the Host:
Michael Barton
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Ministers of the Cup:
Dave & Edie Knobloch

Altar Servers:
Alexis Henderson & Abby Jordan

Cantor:
Louis McCloskey
Greeter:
Richard Martyak
Tuesday, January 3
Collection Counters


John Bizzarri, Mary Anne Davis


& Sara Zybura
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[image: image8.emf]We are placing names of the sick in the bulletin for prayer providing they give permission. Although we remember all sick and shut-ins at every Mass, we would like our parish family to be aware of the need for special prayer intentions because of a most serious illness or hospital stay.  May the Divine Physician send healing grace for those for whom we pray: Josephine Koshute, Allen C. Rosemas, Patricia Murphy, Todd Euen, Bernice Myers, Dwight Fyock, Lori Facciani, Dylon Wills, Dawn Hagen, Debbie Dibert, Missy, Joanne (Kolar) Hufford, Christine Flanagan, Ayden Alan Grata, Remy Beaver, Mary Lou Offman, Marian Chuckalovcak, Arlene Diamond, Mary Zangaglia, Dorothy Rosemas, Natalie Zerby, Patricia Grata, Michael Wadsworth, Valencia & Frank Tursi, Homer Locher, Brayden Schofield, Michelle Kasper,  Diane Kingera, Allison Krischer, Ted Paluch, Brandt Hutzel, Nicholas “Hop” Kolar, Pearl Litzinger, Patrick Munro, Fran Baldassarre, Corey Lybarger,  Kristen Sinosky Long, Helen Ranieri, Cresta Micik, Loretta Panick, Basil Costantino, Madison McCrory, Laura, Maria, Joe Yoder, Dolores Yanzetich, Sandy Krug, Wanda Gramling, Merna Smay, Muriel “Jean” Wiesheier, Heidi Allison, Melinda Jerome,  Agnes Plummer, Jennifer Hagans, Katie Ansell, Mary McCall, Suzie Thomas, Sean, Holly, Shane, Joan McDowell, Melisa Ruddek, Joanne Serre, Scott N., Joe Ropecka, Patrick O’Donnell, Owen Taylor, Christine Baxter, Keith Hoyer, Gail Faher, Agnes Zibura, Marjorie (Latshaw) Feldman, Jayden Scott Beam, and all of the sick of our parish, the homebound, those in nursing homes, those who care for them, and those in the military along with their families. (Please call the Rectory to have your name removed from the list when no longer seriously ill.  Thank You.)

“Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.”
Luke 2:16 
Today we celebrate the Incarnation, the feast of God becoming flesh (the Latin “in carne” means “enfleshment”).  It is a uniquely Christian teaching, the Divine choosing to become one of us.  Because of this, we believe not only that God is transcendent but also that he is wholly immersed in human life—immanent, Emmanuel (“God-with-us”). 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, a town whose name means “House of Bread.”  His mother laid him in a manger, a feeding trough, a hint that someday he would be bread for the world.
We received the following note from Patsy Senft who is in charge of the Food Pantry:

St. Michael Catholic Church,

Support from people like you is the only way someone like my team are able to help 

so many needy people with food. Your consistant help is greatly appreciated.

Praising the Lord for you all,

Patsy Senft
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS ~ Any flower requests received this weekend will be published in next weeks’ bulletin. Please remember that all money received helps to pay for flowers for the Church throughout the year.
2017 CALENDARS ~ 2017 calendars are available this weekend. Please, one calendar per family. Special thanks to the C.O. Dimond Funeral Home for donating these calendars to our Parish.
CHOIR PRACTICES ~ No practice for either choir between Christmas and New Year’s Day.
LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULES ~ Lay ministry schedules for the months of February through April are now being made up.  Anyone who would like to serve as an Altar Server, Reader, Cantor, Greeter or any current minister who has scheduling preferences at this time, should call Suzi Blazosky at 495-5287 or e-mail her at sublazosky@gmail.com no later than Sunday, January 15th. Father Warchola will be conducting Altar Server, Lector and Eucharistic Minister training at a later date.

2014 DIRECTORIES ~ The 2014 directories are here!  If you had your picture taken by Re:MEMBER Church Directories for in the directory, your copy is waiting for you in the back of the church.

TRANSPORTATION NEEDED ~ We have a wonderful lady from Forest Hills Personal Care Home on Humbert Road, Sidman in need of transportation to and from our 10:30 AM Mass.  If you go to this Mass and can provide transportation, please call the Rectory at 495-9640 to make arrangements.  Thank you.
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wHO STARTED CHRISTMAS?


This morning I heard a story on the radio of a woman who was out Christmas shopping with her two children; after many hours of looking at row after row 

of toys and everything else imaginable, and after hours of hearing both her children asking for everything they saw on those many shelves, she finally 

made it to the elevator with her two kids.

She was feeling what so many of us feel during the holiday season time of the year - overwhelming pressure to go to every party, every housewarming, taste all the holiday food and treats, get that perfect gift for every single person on our shopping list, make sure we don't forget anyone on our card list, and the pressure of making sure we respond to everyone who sent us a card.

 
Finally the elevator doors opened and there was already a crowd in the car. 

She pushed her way into the car and dragged her two kids in with her and all the bags of stuff.  When the doors closed she couldn't take it anymore and stated, "Whoever started this whole Christmas thing should be found, 

strung up and shot." 
From the back of the car everyone heard a quiet, calm voice respond, 
"Don't worry.  We already crucified him."

For the rest of the trip down the elevator it was so quiet 

you could have heard a pin drop. 

Don't forget this year to keep the One who started this whole Christmas thing in your every thought, deed, purchase, and word.

If we all did it 
just think of how different this whole world would be.

www.share-christmas.com
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Religious Education And Christian Helping 
December 25, 2016
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Religious Education Schedule for the Christmas & New Year’s Holiday

We will have a holiday break for our Religious Education students and catechists.  Religious Education Classes will not be held over the holiday 
break including the following dates: 

No Class on Thursdays, December 29th and January 5th for Grades K-5 

&

No Class on Sundays, January 1st and January 8th for Grades 6—12.
Classes will resume on Thursday, January 12th for K~5 and Sunday, January 15th for Grades 6~12.
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Upcoming Confirmation Requirements

11th Grade ~ Session 11C – Morality: Your Call to Christian Living and Social Justice 



Date has been changed to:

~ Sunday, January 22, 2017, 9—10:30 a.m.
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Confirmation Retreat / Saturday, January 28, 2017, 1—6:00 PM 

All students in grades 9, 10, & 11 will take part in their annual confirmation retreat. This retreat will take place on Saturday, January 28, 2017, 1—6:00 PM.  The retreat will focus on the three required retreat topics of ~ “Baptism”, “Gifts of the Holy Spirit” and “Parables”. 
December 25









Jn1:1-18

The birth of Jesus reminds us we have a choice.  We can choose to not know Him or to see Jesus as the true light which enlightens everyone. Make this a Merry Christmas and choose well: your decision has eternal consequences.

   Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day Mass / 9:00 AM

   MERRY CHRISTMAS!
No Religious Education Classes (Christmas Holiday)
   Monday, December 26
Rectory Office Closed


No Sunday Choir Practice (Holiday Break)

   Tuesday, December 27
Mass / 8:00 AM

   Wednesday, December 28
Mass / 9:00 AM

   Thursday, December 29
Mass / 8:00 AM


No Religious Ed / Grades K-5 (Christmas Break)


No Saturday Choir Practice (Holiday Break)
   Friday, December 30
Mass / 9:00 AM


   Saturday, December 31


   Sunday, January 1, 2017
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God

   HAPPY NEW YEAR!
No Religious Education Classes (New Year’s Break)

CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT THE BASILICA OF ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL IN LORETTO ~ We invite you to attend a special Christmas Concert on Wednesday December 28 at 7 PM in the basilica.  Act I will feature the Igou Family String Ensemble offering Christmas carols and anthems.  Act II will feature our Basilica Choir singing a cantata entitled “Go Sing it on the Mountain.”  A free will offering will be taken.  All are welcome to enjoy the music and the beauty of our basilica during the Christmas Season! 
8 GIFTS THAT DON’T COST A CENT

1) The Gift of Listening:  But you must really listen. No interrupting, no daydreaming, no planning your response.  Just listening.

2) The Gift of Affection:  Be generous with appropriate hugs, kisses, pats on the back and handholds.  Let these small actions demonstrate the love you have for family and friends.

3) The Gift of Laughter:  Clip cartoons. Share articles and funny stories. Your gift will say, “I love to laugh with you.”

4) The Gift of a Written Note:  It can be a simple “Thanks for the help” note or a full sonnet. A brief, handwritten note may be remembered for a lifetime, and may even change a life.

5) The Gift of a Compliment:  A simple and sincere “You look great”, “You did a super job” or “That was a wonderful meal” can make someone’s day.

6) The Gift of a Favor:  Every day, go out of your way to do something kind.

7) The Gift of Solitude: There are times we want nothing better than to be left alone. Be sensitive to those times and give the gift of solitude to others.

8) The Gift of a Cheerful Disposition:  The easiest way to feel good is to make others feel good.

Reprinted with permission from:  “Apple Seeds”                              Fr. Brian Cavenaugh, T.O.R.
�





The Sanctuary Candle will burn 


for the health and well-being of 


5 Year Old Jayden Scott Beam


Requested by John Poldiak, Jr.


during the week of December 25, 2016.





LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION





Adults	$3,677.00


Loose	$   173.00


Youth	$     85.25


Monthly	$   288.00


Candles	$     39.00


Maintenance Fund	$     90.00


Immaculate Conception	$     40.00


Christmas Flowers	$   115.00


Christmas	$   165.00


Religious Retirement	$   103.00


Total	$4,775.25





We sincerely thank and ask God’s blessing upon all who have care and concern for our parish.
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� HYPERLINK "https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=happy+new+year+clip+art+free+images&id=39A01C4A0E23884783AC8C5293D4279B7F692BF6&FORM=IQFRBA" \o "\"Search images of happy new year clip art free\" ���





� HYPERLINK "https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=solemnity+of+mary+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=solemnity+of+mary+clip+art&id=F8B1F9204B6787CE1BA949FC66FF202FFB9A20B8&selectedIndex=17&ccid=EHT06jPP&simid=607997281092963407&thid=OIP.M1074f4ea33cf32f402eb9e7c1e8f7c97H0" \o "\"View image details\" ���








